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About us...

* My name is Emma Daly. | am from West Midlands Speech and
Language Therapy — an independent service supporting the school
with children’s speech, language and communication needs.
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Aims of today

 To develop understanding of speech, language and communication
* To develop understanding of language development and its importance

* To provide practical ideas to support the development of your child’s language
skills at home.

* To have chance to chat and ask questions.



West Midlands
Speech & Language
Therapy

What does Speech, language and
communication support look like at Bournville ?
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Why do we Communicate?
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Speech, Language and Communication — What is it?

Speech

Clarity, intonation,
voice and fluency

unication

Interacting with
others, non-verbal
communication and

conversational rules.
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Building blocks of language

This pyramid diagram shows how
foundation skills such as attention and
listening underpin other play, interaction
and speech and language skills as they
develop.
Understanding
Early interactions

Attention and listening
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Early interactions

Attention and listening

Attention and Listening

Listening and attention are
vital skills in the
development of language
and help children interact
successfully with others.
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Understanding

Early interactions

Attention and Listening: What can you do to help?
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Understanding

Developing language through play

Attention and listening

Play is a key tool in developing your child’'s communication skills

« Use toys or games your child is interested in — Make it FUN!!!!

 Get down on your child’s level — get on the floor and play with them.

« Watch your child and follow their lead. Talk about they are doing, or what you are doing
Comment during play.

« Keep your language simple and slow down
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Developing language through play

Attention and listening

» If your child uses words — repeat them back and expand
by adding a word.

« Pause — give your child plenty of time to respond.

* Doing repetitive activities and talking to your child will
reinforce understanding and their use of vocabulary.

* If your child uses words — repeat them back and expand
on what your child sa%/_s, exposing them to more
language. e.q. if your child says ‘car’ you might say ‘red
car, brum brum’
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Understanding
'
Its yo u r t u r n H Attention and listening

Repeat this sentence back but add a word!

e Colour
e Sjze
 Whoseis it?
{( VJ4
Look at car!”™ |, \whatis it
doing?
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Understanding
'
Its yo u r t u r n H Attention and listening

Repeat this sentence back but add a word!

e Colour

“The horse is |* Size
. |72 e Whoseisit?
running: e Whatis it
doing?
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Understanding
'
Its yo u r t u r n H Attention and listening

Repeat this sentence back but add a word!

e Colour
“Baby gone * Size
7, e Whoseis it?
to bed. e Whatis it
doing?




West Midlands
Speech & Language
Therapy




A -

Ww w.norkhstorpoaths.comn

<@ REASONS To USE \/\SUA\_SQ)>

Ckwiens b2 *

+VISUALS ARE PERMANENT * VISUALS ALLOW TIME

(sPoxen worDS DisaPPeae)

*VISUALS PREPARE
FOR LANGUAGE PROCESSING STUDENTS FOR TRANSITIONS

“’O"“‘ * VISLALS
O HELP AL
O STUDENTS

., RSB
.. ¢ KR

X ﬁl

BN L

-VISUALS ARE TRANSFERABLE - VISUALS HAVE NO ATTITUDE
BETWEEN ENVIRONMENTS . NoTONE -NOFRUSTRATION
AND PEOPLE .NO DISAPPROVAL

¢ VISUALS HELP
BUILD |NDEPENDENCE

[y©

*VISUALS WELP
REDUCE ANWETY



West Midlands
Speech & Language
Therapy

Which language should you speak to children in?

* When talking to your children, it is best to use your home
language.

« This will give them the best model of language to help
them to develop their own language skills.

* Research shows having a home language which is
different to school is NOT a barrier to their learning.
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Its your turn!
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Using books to develop language skills

Reading and even looking at pictures in books is a great
opportunity to spend time with your child.

You don’t necessarily need to read words. Talk about the
pictures and actions that are happening in the book.

When reading or talking about pictures, use a voice that is T .
, , EEEe . Aliens Love
interesting and full of drama! A Undexpdnts

Choose action words from books and get your child to do the
action, or even better, do it together!
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Reading with your child
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What about when you can’t understand?

® Stop, look and listen carefully.

® If you have understood, repeat what the child has said in the correct way.

® Avoid asking the child to “say” words.

® If you have not understood, have a guess so that they know you are listening.
® Ask questions “Are you telling me about something at nursery?”

® Ask the child to show you.

®* Don’t keep asking them to try again if it's not helping.

There will be times when none of these strategies help. It's important to acknowledge
that you were listening and tried to understand.
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Through the Eyes of a Child Films (speechandlanguage.org.uk)

Any gquestions?



https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/talking-point/for-professionals/the-communication-trust/through-the-eyes-of-a-child/
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